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Pickerington Company’s “Pineapple Shoes” Make Global Impact 

Bill & Joyce Hague Foundation Saves Two Glaciers’ Park Land 

By POL Reporter Hope Schmidt 

What do you get when you mix 
your favorite tropical fruit with a 
fresh pair of kicks?  

Well, Pickerington resident and 
CEO Josh Thiede has found the an-
swer, and it might not be what 
you would expect. “OG Pineapples 
“are the new plant-based footwear 
distributed right here from Cen-
tral Ohio. Made from pineapple 
leaves and hemp, these new 
sneakers are an eco-friendly alter-
native to your favorite shoe. With 
the help of CFO Andrea Wa-
tros, Organic Garments has begun 

to sweep the nation, bringing in-
novative and sustainable sneakers 
right to your door.  

Why go the eco-friendly route of 
footwear you may ask? “Landfills 
are filled with sneakers that do 

not biodegrade,” Watros explains.  

According to the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA), nine 
million tons of shoes and clothing 
end up in landfills each year, hurt-
ing the beautiful planet we all call 
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By Kimber Caito, Media Coordinator 
Fairfield County Park District 

It was a very pleasant surprise 
when the 40-acre property that sep-
arated the two sections of Two Glac-
iers Park in Madison Township was 
offered for sale to Fairfield County 
Park District! We applied for a grant 
to help pay for the purchase. An un-
expected delay in the application 
process made it impossible to meet 
the agreed timeline with the seller. 
We feared the opportunity to get the 
land had vanished. 

On December 13, 2022, Joyce Hague 
and David Hague of The Bill and 
Joyce Hague Foundation presented 
a check for $160,000.00 to Marcey 
Shafer, Director of Fairfield County 
Park District. The donation made it 

possible to procure the property! 

David Hague said regarding the 
Foundation, “Our purpose is to re-

store and protect. There are times it 
is necessary to act quickly, or oppor-
tunities are lost forever. We chose 
to help Fairfield County Park  

Continued on Page 3 

A donation from the Bill and Joyce Hague Foundation made it possible for the Fairfield County 
Park District to purchase a the strip of land between the existing halves of Two Glaciers Park to 
create one contiguous recreational area. Photo from Fairfield County Park District 

https://organicgarments.com/
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home. Thiede and Watros do not 
want this to continue being our 
reality. 

Because of that, the pair entered 
the sustainable fashion market.  

“We wanted the fabrics to be plant
-based, super strong and comfort-
able,” Watros states. “Hemp is one 
of the fastest growing plants, pro-
duces more fiber per acre than 
any other crop, and leaves the soil 
in excellent shape.”  

Ananas Anam, the maker of the 
Piñatex Fabric used for the shoes 
said, “No extra land, fertilizer or 
pesticides are used to produce the 
natural, soft, vegan product that 
looks like leather.  It is strong, 
lightweight and flexible. Piñatex is 
PETA-approved and uses Global 
Organic 
Textile 
Standard 
(GOTS) 
certified 
pigments 
to add col-
or to the 
fab-
ric.  After 
the fiber 
is extract-
ed from 
the leaf, 
the bio-
mass that is left can be used as a 
natural fertilizer or biofuel.” 

It is clear that these new-age fab-
rics are great for the environment, 
but do they stand up to the test of 
great casual fashion for shoes? 
Well, yes they do!  

Thiede explains that customers 
are really enjoying the aesthetics 

and comfort factor of 
Organic Garment foot-
gear, calling them “the 
most comfortable shoe 
they’ve ever worn.”  

The shoes have a slick-
looking design, and are 
available in either black 
or white to bring togeth-
er any casual outfit.   

“Sustainability can also 
be stylish,” Watros ex-
plains.  

While eco-friendly shoes have 
been around for several years, 
they haven’t always looked ap-
pealing. 

“That’s where we come in.” Thiede 
said. “To be that plant-based, go-to 

sneaker 
that every-
one can go 
to that is 
affordable 
but also 
stylish. 
Once they 
try them on, 
everyone 
becomes 
completely 
obsessed 
with them.” 

The phrase “plant your feet” can 
be seen imprinted on the soles of 
the shoes, adding a little extra 
magic to some already charming 
kicks.  

To get your own pair, head over 
to organicgarments.com where 
you can purchase sizes ranging 
from women’s size 5 to men’s size 
12. The price including shipping 
and handling is $115 – an absolute 

bargain compared to other sus-
tainable shoes on the market to-
day.  

What’s next for the Organic Gar-
ments company? Well, this is only 
the beginning for this budding 
business.  

“This is just a stepping stone for us 
to really plant our feet in this mar-
ket,” Watros explained. Thiede 
and Watros are currently tossing 
around ideas for other styles and 
materials such as mushrooms, ap-
ples, bananas and cacti. A high-top 
version of the “OG Pineapples” 
will be available later this year. 

Although Thiede and Watros now 
have customers and employees 
around the globe, there is one 
place both entrepreneurs come 
back to every time – Pickerington.  

“Our journey begins with plant-
based sneakers here in our Picker-
ington backyard!” Watros vocal-
ized.  

To get your very own pair of “OG 
Pineapple” shoes, check out Or-
ganic Garments today!  

Continued from Page 1 

Organic Garment founders, Josh Thiede and Andrea Watros, 
present their OG Pineapples to Good Day Columbus . 

The hemp and pineapple fibers are sourced from Vietnam 
then shipped to Piñatex Fabric in the Phillipines, where the 
fabric is made and the shoes are constructed.  

https://www.ananas-anam.com/
https://organicgarments.com/
https://www.ananas-anam.com/
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District obtain this piece of property 
since it connects the two sections of 
Two Glaciers Park. It was an easy deci-
sion because they are good stewards 
of the land they already own.” 

As stated, 
Two Glaciers 
Park consist-
ed of two non
-contiguous 
properties. If 
park visitors 
want to visit 
both Johnson 
and Hanna-
way covered 
bridges, they 
must drive 
from one to 
the other. 
This connec-
tive property 
will allow the 
development of trails that will make it 
possible to access both on foot. Com-
pared to those at Mambourg Park and 
Smeck Park, trails at Two Glaciers 
Park will be much longer and provide 
a very different experience for hikers 
– one that is more rugged with a high-
er level of difficulty. 

The first two parcels were purchased 
with Clean Ohio funding. Work on 
those has been done to improve and 
protect the natural resources. A part-
nership with US Fish & Wildlife Ser-

vice and pri-
vate dona-
tions helped 
reestablish 
native habi-
tats there. In 
2019, another 
partnership 
with The Na-
ture Conserv-
ancy was cre-
ated. After 
some prelimi-
nary work, 
the restora-
tion of a wet-
land close to 
Johnson Cov-

ered Bridge got underway in Decem-
ber 2022. Money from the Ohio 
Stream and Wetland In-Lieu Fee Miti-
gation Program, overseen by The Na-
ture Conservancy, is paying for that 
project. 

Wetlands help prevent soil erosion 
and soil runoff; that will improve the 

quality of the water in Clear Creek and 
surrounding habitat. Not only will it 
attract more wildlife including birds, 
amphibians, and reptiles, it will en-
courage a greater diversity of plant life 
– making the park even more interest-
ing for visitors! 

“On behalf of Fairfield County Park 
District, I want to say that we are enor-
mously grateful for the Bill and Joyce 
Hague Foundation,” said Marcey Shaf-
er. “Making the park district’s largest 
property a contiguous 356 acres is a 
gift to wildlife and people. In the com-
ing years the wildlife habitat at Two 
Glaciers Park will continue to im-
prove. Residents will have access to 
trails that include forest, meadows, 
covered bridges, wetlands, and fantas-
tic Fairfield County views.” 

If you’ll ‘pardon our dust’ during the 
wetland restoration (mentioned 
above) that is now in progress, we in-
vite you to see the Johnson and Han-
naway covered bridges at Two Glaci-
ers Park and, in the next few years, to 
a new park experience. 

Get Out to Explore & Discover 
Fairfield County Parks!  

Continued from Page 1 

Joyce Hague points to the 40 acres that now connects the 
two sides of Two Glaciers Park. Photo from Fairfield County 
Park District 

From the Pickerington Local School District: 
Eric Mialky of Toll Gate Elementary has been nominat-
ed as 1 of 20 teachers across the USA and Canada for 
the Most Valuable Teacher award!  
 
The teacher who receives the most votes for the month 
of January will be awarded a $10,000 donation for 
their school district to be used for Environmental Sus-
tainability Resources. The grand prize winner for the 
school year, announced in May, will receive an addi-
tional $20,000 donation for their district towards Envi-
ronmental Sustainability Resources.  
 
It would be great to win this for the district! Through-
out the month of January, students and parents vote 
by visiting www.nhl.com/mvt. Scroll down and click 
on Eric Mialky to vote. Let's do this, Pickerington 
Schools! Bring home the win!  

http://www.nhl.com/mvt?fbclid=IwAR0gsqbSATCrvHuyU24Rj5K5BWEVY9RoXx5rR96pWdiqQERIBGnbZCj-MYM
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By POL Toby Scofield 

On January 28, from 6:30 pm to 
11:30 pm, please join the Ryan Reeb 
Foundation at the Wigwam (10190 
Blacklick-Eastern Road) for the 
Sixth Annual Ryan’s Rave. 

Admission includes catering by 
Schmidt’s Sausage Haus, dancing to 
a live band and DJ, silent auction 
and a cash bar for those ages 21 and 
up. To participate in the event, you 
must be at least 14 years of age. 

Tickets are $35.00 per person and 
are available at: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/6th-annual-
ryans-rave-to-save-tickets.  The pro-
ceeds from the event benefit the 
Signs of Suicide (SOS) Program, ad-
ministered locally through New Ho-
rizons of Fairfield County.  

“The New Horizons program goes to 
schools in Fairfield County and 
completed mental health screenings 
for those who may need more assis-
tance,” said Andrew Winchell of the 
Ryan Reeb Foundation. “This is very 
important as children growing up 
do not always understand the im-

portance of mental health issues in 
their lives.” 

Suicide occurs in males and females 
of all ages, races and religions. It 
occurs in all cultures and in all 
countries. No one is immune but 75-
percent of suicidal individuals show 
warning signs. As told on the New 
Horizons website, every 29 seconds 
someone attempts suicide in the 
United States and every 13 minutes 

someone dies, with a total of nearly 
40,000 deaths per year. 

The program is a youth suicide pre-
vention program that New Horizons 
presents to schools within Fairfield 
County. Through the program, stu-
dents have gained knowledge and 
adaptive attitudes about suicide risk 
and depression. Studies show that 
the Signs of Suicide program has led 
to a decrease in suicide attempts on 
a national level.  

The evidence-based program in-
volves a presentation related to 
signs and symptoms of suicide and 
depression that is provided in one 
class period.  Students are taught 
what to look for in friends and fami-
ly members relating to depression 
and suicide signs.  At the end of the 
class period, the students take a 
Brief Screen for Adolescent Depres-
sion (BSAD).  If the screen is positive 
for possible depression symptoms, 
the student is met with individually 
to determine if any additional sup-
port is needed to assist the student 

Sixth Annual Ryan’s Rave – Fun Night, Good Cause 

Party-goers take to the dance floor during the 2020 Rave.  Photo from Ryan Reeb Foundation 

The event includes a silent auction at which party-goers may bid on a variety of prizes including 
gift baskets .  Photo from Ryan Reeb Foundation 
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in decreasing their symptoms.    

Over the past five years, the Annual 
Rave has raised $80,000 for SOS in 
Fairfield County, including $22,000 
in 2022. 

Per their website, the foundation’s 
mission is to get more people talk-
ing about mental illness in order to 
increase awareness, and to stop 
misconceptions about mentally ill 
people by educating others about 
mental illnesses. Much like the 
Signs of Suicide Program, the Ryan 
Reeb Foundation’s goal is to “help 
others find their way out of the 
darkness. Every life is precious.” 

Ryan Reeb lost his life to suicide on 
October 10th, 2016. He was twenty 

years old. Before this, Ryan had not 
shown any outward signs of suicidal 
thoughts or depression, and those 
around him described him as hav-
ing a bright personality that made 
people want to approach him and 
be friends.  

“Ryan was always the life of the par-
ty. No matter who was there, they 
felt included and he made sure eve-
ryone around him was having 
fun,” said Andrew, Ryan’s best 
friend.  

He first met Ryan in elementary 
school, and that meeting bloomed 
into a very close friendship that 
lasted through their graduation 
from Liberty Union in 2014. Andrew 
credits Ryan with helping him over-
come shyness and “come out of my 
shell”. 

“Ryan’s reach was beyond his fami-
ly and friends,” said Ryan’s mother, 
Trudy Reeb.  “His kindness, love, 
silliness, smile and ‘moves’ made a 
difference in so many lives – far be-
yond what Ryan ever realized. He 
was accepting and caring and al-
ways put others first. All those 
around Ryan now have a huge hole 
in their lives where he is missing. 

He made everyone around him bet-
ter and happier.” 

“Ryan loved to dance – he danced 
everywhere,” said Trudy. “He’d 
dance with me in the kitchen and 
taught me (or tried to teach me) 
how to ‘dab’.” 

The Ryan Reeb Foundation is still 
accepting sponsorships for the 
Rave.  There are five levels ranging 
from $100 donations to $5,000.  

For more information please 
email, ryanreebfoundation@gmail.c
om. 

If you or someone you know is hav-
ing a mental health crisis, CALL 2-1-
1 immediately. If you or someone 
you know has harmed themselves, 
CALL 2-1-1 immediately. The Na-
tional Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
can be reached by dialing 9-8-8. 

To purchase tickets for the 6th Annual Ryan’s 
Rave, please scan the above QR Code. 

LANCASTER 

MASONIC LODGE 

FAIRFIELD COUNTY 
DISTRICT LIBRARY 

January 14 - 2 pm 

 

mailto:ryanreebfoundation@gmail.com
mailto:ryanreebfoundation@gmail.com
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Scholarship Deadlines Approaching 

Ninety-Five Scholarships - ONE Application!
The Fairfield County Foundation manages more than 100 schol-
arship funds, and you can apply to almost all of them simultane-
ously using the Scholarship Portal. The deadline to apply for is 
March 10, 2023. The other scholarships listed here are not in-
cluded in the portal. More local scholarships with later submis-
sions deadlines can be found on www.pickeringtononline.com. 

 

https://www.grantinterface.com/Home/Logon?urlkey=fcfohscholarship
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By: Dr. Carri Brown, 
Fairfield County Auditor 

Property tax rates in Ohio in-
clude two parts. 

There is inside millage (assigned 
by the State) of ten mills which 
are divided among local govern-

ments. (As used in reference to property tax, 1 mill 
is equal to $1 in property tax levied per $1,000 of a 
property’s assessed value.) 

The second part is outside millage, or levies that are 
voted. “Outside” millage is requested by a local gov-
ernment (such as a city, village, or township), school 
districts, or the county (mostly on behalf of various 
public entities for things like senior services, social 
services, mental health services, parks, or protective 
services.) A simple majority of yes votes is re-
quired to pass a levy for this outside millage, 
which comprises the majority of the property tax 
levied overall. 

 
Property taxes are known as ad valorem taxes, or 
taxes based on the assessed values of property. 
Property values are set every three years by order of 
the State Tax Commissioner with a full mass ap-
praisal every six years. By Ohio law, values are set 
to the current market value. Recent sales of compa-
rable property are used to inform the determina-
tion of current market value. Values are reviewed 
by the State Department of Taxation and are subse-
quently approved by the State. 

Property owners have the right to challenge proper-
ty values informally during the update process. In 
fact, multiple informal hearings were held in Fair-
field County over the past year. Property owners al-
so have a formal avenue to contest values. They can 
file a complaint with the Board of Revision (BOR), a 
quasi-judicial, three-member board made up of the 
County Auditor, County Treasurer and the President 
of the Board of County Commissioners. By Ohio law, 
it is up to owners to present evidence supporting 
their opinion of value as of the tax lien date. (In 
this case the tax lien date is January 1, 2022.) For 
example, that evidence might be an appraisal by a 

certified appraiser, documentation of recent sales of 
similar properties in the same neighborhood, or 
documentation of delayed maintenance or damage 
to a property. Decisions of the BOR can be ap-
pealed by property owners to the Court of Com-
mon Pleas or the State Board of Tax Appeals. 

The deadline for filing a complaint with the BOR is 
March 31, 2023, for property values set as of January 
1, 2022. (Taxes due relative to 2022 property values 
are collected in 2023). There are standard, good 
reasons to file a complaint, such as: 

• The property has had documented damage in 
the last three years. 

• The property has been sold on the open market 
(with an arms-length transaction) recently for an 
amount different than the value set by the coun-
ty. 

• An appraisal has been completed by a certified 
appraiser that shows a value different than the 
value set by the county. 

• Similar properties in the same neighborhood 
have recently sold for prices which differ from 
the property valuation at issue. 

Arguments that cannot be accepted to show fair 
market value include: 

• While arguments based on recent sales of simi-
lar properties can be accepted, arguments based 
on valuations of other properties cannot be ac-
cepted. 

• It is important to keep in mind that the property 
valuation, not the amount of taxes owed, is the 
subject of the complaint. 

If you have any questions about the process for the 
Board of Revision, please call the Auditor’s Office at 
(740) 652-7030, during the week from 8 am – 4 pm. 

Auditor Brown: “Property Owners Can Challenge Their Property Values 
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SUBSCRIBE! 

One year, 24 issues for $20.00 

Delivered right to your home! 

www.pickeringtononline.com 

or call (614) 561-2249 

January 14, 1-4 pm 

Main Branch 

January 14, 1-4 pm 

Main Branch 

www.ohioglassmuseum.org 
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Crochet Basics Class 1.0 
Jan. 22  -  12–2 pm 

$35 Prepaid Registration Required 

Peggy with Crafts From The Heart 

will teach you the basics of crochet!   
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December 4 

3:04 pm The soccer field beside 
the covered bridge in Sycamore 
Park was damaged by a red Jeep 
doing doughnuts. 

December 6 

11:53 am Catalytic converters 
were allegedly stolen from three 
vehicles parked at A Team Trans-
mission. 

1:42 pm Police were called to Pick-
erington Central on reports that a 
freshman had posted a threat. A 
Snapchat group comprised of 
about 30 students (half from Cen-
tral) allegedly had been harassing 
the boy and calling him “Bitch”. 

Frustrated and scared, he posted a 
video of a school shooting with the 
message “Planned fights lead to 
school shootings”.  The boy, who 
had no history of aggressive be-
havior, stated he had no plans to 
harm anyone.  

After review by the police and 
school guidance officials, the 
Snapchat Post was deemed a 
“transient” and “not substantive”. 

December 7 

2:21 pm A 48-year-old Whitehall 
man allegedly attempted to cash 
forged checks at Park National 
Bank. 

3:40 pm A Violet Township wom-
an told police that someone stole 
two of her checks and had rewrit-
ten them for $1,500 and $1,357.21. 
 

December 8 

3:43 pm A 30-year-old Reyn-
oldsburg woman was issued a “No 
Trespassing Order” after allegedly 
yelling at the pharmacy staff at 
the Hill Road Kroger and threaten-
ing the manager. 

December 9 

3:47 pm Three Columbus women 
and a Westerville woman, all in 
their early twenties, allegedly 
stole “a lot” of tequila from Kroger 
on Hill Road. One of the officers 
recognized the driver of their ve-
hicle from a theft at another Pick-
erington store in November. 

10:07 pm A stolen Kia was recov-
ered in Longview Acres. 

10:58 pm A Pickerington woman 
reported that a check she had 
dropped into the blue mailbox 
outside the Post Office on Novem-
ber 26 had been stolen. Hunting-
ton Bank informed the woman the 
check had been erased and rewrit-
ten for $8.700.50 to Cameron 
Hughett.   

December 11 

1:42 am In the early hours of the 
morning, an officer allegedly dis-
covered a 29-year-old Columbus 
man loading lumber and tools into 
his vehicle from a build site on 
Taylor Way.  The man said “Paul” 
had given him permission to take 
the unwanted materials for his 
remodeling company. The police 
contacted the development com-
pany who said that nobody had 
permission to remove items from 
the construction site. 

December 12 

12:33 pm Huntington Bank noti-
fied a Violet Township woman 
that a check from her account had 
been cashed for $7,200 at Sam’s 
Club. The woman said that partic-
ular check she had made out for a 
much lower amount to Columbia 
Gas and dropped mailed from the 
Post Office. 

December 13 

6:06 am Sometime the night be-
fore, a wallet, laptop and dress 
clothes were taken from an un-
locked vehicle parked outside the 
Overlook Apartments. 

December 14 

12:07 pm Two Columbus men al-
legedly attempted to cash forged 
Salvation Army checks at Fairfield 
Federal. 

11:17 pm A man said that while he 
was working out at Planet Fitness, 
someone took his keys then stole 
his wallet from his vehicle. 

December 15 

8:30 pm Someone allegedly stole 
$300 from a wallet inside a vehicle 
parked along Green Lane. 

December 16 

2:13 pm Speedway reported an 
employee allegedly stole $500. 

3:05 pm Police received a report 
of a check stolen from the blue 
mailbox outside the Post Office. It 
had allegedly been washed clean 
then rewritten for $9,100.50. 

Pickerington Police Reports December 4-31, 2022 
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December 17 

1:33 pm A 39-year-old Pickering-
ton woman flipped off the driver 
of a Thornville minivan who did 
not turn right onto State Route 204 
from 256 immediately after the 
light turned green.  When the 
minivan turned into the parking 
lot toward Starbucks, the Picker-
ington woman also turned be-
cause it was also her destination. 

Allegedly, the minivan driver exit-
ed her vehicle and began to ap-
proach the Pickerington woman’s 
car.  The Pickerington woman be-
gan filming with her phone. The 
minivan driver knocked the 
phone to the ground and drove 
away. 

The Pickerington woman noted 
the minivan’s license plate and 
called the police. 

The responding officer took her 
report, then warned, “Road rage is 
a real problem as of late and you 
just never know how the other 
driver or passenger is going to re-
act to the smallest of things being 
honked at.” 

3:00 pm A woman reported that 
while she was inside Jimmy 
John’s, someone broke her driv-
er’s side window and stole the de-
signer purse that she had left on 
the passenger seat. Her phone was 
in the purse. 

9:42 pm While waiting to turn 
right onto Refugee Road from 
Windmiller Drive, an officer 
honked his horn when the hatch-
back in front of his cruiser began 
to drift backwards. The car 
stopped drifting, but once the light 
turned green, the car turned left 
from the right turn lane. 

The officer switched on his roof-
top lights then proceeded to follow 
the hatchback west on Refugee 
until the car pulled over near 
Stonecreek Drive. 

The driver, a 45-year-old 
Stoutsville man, allegedly told the 
officer that he had no license, reg-
istration or proof of insur-
ance.  He was leaving a Christmas 
party where he drank four beers. 

When the white driver allegedly 
failed to complete a field sobriety 
test, he accused the black officer 
of racism.  He began to hurl racial 
slurs and to loudly proclaim, 
“white lives matter!” 

Back at the station, he allegedly 
refused to take a urine test unless 
the officer held the collection cup, 
which the officer refused to do. 
When a second officer attempted 
to place him in a detox cell, he 
called that officer a homophobic 
slang and threatened to fight. 

December 19 

10:02 pm Two men (one with 
glasses and the other wearing a 
yellow puffy jacket) allegedly stole 
perfume from Ulta Beauty.  The 
store was to do an inventory to 
determine what was miss-
ing.  Four bottles were recovered 
in the parking lot. 

5:31 pm A Reynoldsburg man told 
police that checks he placed in the 
blue mailbox outside the Post Of-
fice were stolen, washed and re-
written for around $9,400. 

6:54 pm A check dropped into the 
blue mailbox outside the Post Of-
fice on December 7, was stolen, 
washed and rewritten from $86 to 
$9,000. 

December 20 

4:02 pm A man allegedly attempt-
ed to rob the clerk of Circle K at 
gunpoint then left after receiving 
nothing.  He was also suspected of 
having just robbed the BP in Canal 
Winchester. 

4:15 pm Two females and one 
male stole more than $1,000 in 
perfume from Ulta Beauty.  All 
three suspects wore beanies and 
face masks. 

7:51 pm A vehicle was broken into 
at the Roosters’ parking lot and a 
wallet stolen. 

December 21 

1:58 pm A catalytic converter was 
taken from a vehicle parked out-
side A Team Transmission. 

6:44 pm Someone allegedly stole a 
lawn mower and tools from a 
home in the Pickerington Ponds 
neighborhood. 

December 22 

3:07 pm A 27-year-old Newark 
woman allegedly attempted to 
steal $560.91 of merchandise from 
Kohls. 

3:59 pm A Pickerington woman 
reported that a check she wrote 
for $170 and dropped into a blue 
post office mailbox had been sto-
len. The amount of the check had 
been rewritten for $6,800 and the 
name on the check had been re-
written to someone named 
“Hayden Michael Boyle”. 
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December 23 

1:47 am A 56-year-old Reyn-
oldsburg man was arrested on al-
cohol charges after residents no-
ticed him sitting in his car near 
the Cross Creeks condo with his 
vehicle lights on for 45 minutes. 

7:33 pm A Kohls associate alleged-
ly admitted to stealing more than 
$22,000 from the store. 

December 26 

4:30 pm A man allegedly told the 9
-1-1 dispatcher that he had gotten 
into a fight with his mother and 
shot her twice in the head. He said 
that he would shoot anyone who 
entered the Gray Drive home. 
SWAT was called. 

This was a case of “Swatting” - 
calling in a threat to illicit a large 
law enforcement response. 

December 27 

11:55 am A 39-year-old Columbus 
man allegedly tried to steal from 
Kohls. 

5:39 pm Someone broke into mul-
tiple cars parked at the Drug Mart/
Old Bag shopping commercial 
strip. 

8:35 pm Someone broke into mul-
tiple vehicles parked behind 
Roosters. 

December 28 

3:57 pm A washed/forged check 
was dropped off at the Post Office. 

December 29 

11:23 pm Police arrested a 36-year

-old Columbus man near the inter-
section of Hill Road and Tussing 
on a warrant out of Hamilton 
County. 

3:15 pm Construction materials 
were allegedly stolen from the 
Longview Highlands develop-
ment. 

December 30 

1:19 am A woman told police that 
the day before her boyfriend al-
legedly hit her in the head and 
threatened her with a box knife 
while they worked at Five Below. 

1:27 am After he was fired from 
Cali Tacos for allegedly being 

drunk a work, a man attacked his 
former boss and damaged the res-
taurant. 

12:00 pm The manager of a local 
business said that someone forged 
a check from his business’ account 
for $10,151.  The business had not 
dropped off checks to the Picker-
ington Post Office since October 
due to the reports of increased 
fraud. 

December 31 

3:58 pm Shoes and watches were 
missing from their home in the 
Landing off Long Road.  Officers 
found no signs of forced entry. 
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By Michelle Richardson, 
Public Relations Assistant for the 
Pickerington Local School District 

Last week we had the pleasure of 
speaking with Evan J. Schmidt, au-
thor of The Adventures of Artie The 
Alphabet Cone.  

Evan just published his first book on 
Amazon last week. The Adventures 
of Artie The Alphabet Cone is a chil-
dren’s book about shells and shell 
collecting (“shelling”). The book is 
currently ranked as the #1 New Re-
lease and #5 in Best Sellers in the 
Seashell Category on Amazon.  

We caught up with Evan at Harmon 
Middle School, where he is in the 
sixth grade. Answers are lightly ed-
ited for length and clarity. 

What inspired you to write a book 
about shells and shell collecting? 

I started collecting shells when I 
was two years old. I have so many 
shells, I opened a shell museum in 
my parents’ garage. My shell muse-
um is open in the spring and sum-
mer for anyone to visit. During 
COVID, our trip to Sanibel Island 
was canceled, but I was still able to 

collect shells, because people from 
all over the world sent them to me. I 
have shells from Japan and Austral-
ia. I love shells and shelling, so I de-
cided to write a book about sea-
shells.  

What kind of research did you do 
to prepare for writing your book? 

I did a lot of research on Google but 
I knew a lot about shells already. 

Can you tell me a little bit about 
how you wrote the book? 

I came up with the character of Art-
ie because he is an alphabet cone. 
Alphabet cones have markings that 
look like letters on them, and my 
book is an alphabet book that teach-
es about shells. My favorite part of 
the book is the pictures. I used my 
own pictures a lot. I have about 
1000 shells. I also used an illustrator 
we found online. It took me a full 
year to write The Adventures of Artie 
The Alphabet Cone. I was really hap-
py when I finally finished it.  

So what is the book about?  

It tells the story of Artie who is an 
alphabet cone shell. Artie used to 

live in Cone City where the cone 
shells run free, but since hurricane 
Rose swept him out to sea, he goes 
around the beach and ocean talking 
about the different seashells and 
animals and other things that are 
found there. It’s a really great book 
for people who like to shell or want 
to learn to shell. It’s very enlighten-
ing. 

What’s the best thing about col-
lecting shells or shelling? 

The best thing about shelling is the 
joy of finding a rare shell. I once 
found a freak shell scallop. That’s 
very rare.  

Meet Pickerington Author Evan J. Schmidt! 
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From the Pickerington 
Local School District 

Pickerington Schools 
is pleased to an-
nounce that Jeff Lo-
monico will become 
the new head coach 
for the Pickerington 
High School Central 
Tigers Football Team. 

“The majority of the 
football staff will stay 
in place and I hope for a seamless tran-
sition of the coaching roles,” said Lo-
monico. 

Coaching alongside retiring Coach Jay 
Sharrett for years, Lomonico served as 
the Tigers’ defensive line coach before 

being promoted to defensive 
coordinator in 2003. He 
graduated from Central in 
1987 and played football at 
Ohio University from 1988-
1992. Lomonico has taught 
in the district for 25 years 
and has been a football 
coach for 30 years. He’s mar-
ried to Erika Lomonico, who 
is an assistant principal at 
Toll Gate Elementary. They 
have two sons, Max and 

Jack, who both graduated from Picker-
ington Central.  

With his proven record of dedication 
and passion for Tigers football, Lomoni-
co has been preparing for his new role 
for years. There’s no doubt that Coach 

Sharrett leaves behind an incredible 
legacy, but Lomonico says he’s ready 
and excited to take on the challenge. 

“I am excited for the opportunity to be-
come the head coach and to continue 
the rich tradition of Tiger football that 
Coach Sharrett has laid the groundwork 
for,” said Lomonico. 

Coach Sharrett will officially retire from 
the school district at the end of February 
after serving as a government teacher 
and social studies department chair at 
Central. He became Central’s head foot-
ball coach in 2003. Under Sharrett, the 
Tigers went 211-42 with 17 league 
championships, eight regional titles and 
Division I state championships in 2017 
and 2019.  

Jeff Lomonico Named Tiger Football Head Coach 
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January 18   -   6:00 pm—8:00 pm 

www.ohioglassmuseum.org 

Ages 5 & up 
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By Rachel A. Elsea, Communications Director 
Fairfield County Auditor’s Office 

The Fairfield County Auditor’s Office has released the 
January 2023 Map of the Month. This month’s map 
highlights the land granted to Ebenezer Zane in 1796 
by the United States Congress. 

According to the Ohio History Connection, in 1796, 
Ebenezer Zane petitioned Congress to allow him to 
survey and build a road through the Northwest Terri-
tory from Wheeling Virginia (now West Virginia) to 
Limestone, Kentucky. Zane requested the payment 
for these services be three tracts of land as well as the 
surveying costs themselves. Land Grant 3 included 
what is now considered to be downtown Lancaster. 

Dr. Carri Brown, County Auditor, stated “The January 
Map of the Month is a popular one with history buffs, 
educators, and Fairfield County residents. There is a 
lot of conversation about the role of Zane’s grant to 
the development of our community. Some people 
have been deeply interested in how their property is 
situated on the historical maps.” 

Fairfield County Auditor’s January 2023 Map of the Month  

Ebenezer Zane Land Tracts 


